mo 3 
RUE PRINCIPLES «| 


| or 


8 . — Ed ene os 5 * * 


Roman Catholics. 


BE READY ALWAYS TO GIVE AN ANSWER TO EVERY 
MAN THAT ASKETH YOU A REASON OF THE gor 


THAT 1S IN YOU WITH MEEKNESS AND FEAR» 


1 Peter, 3, 15» on 


NEWPORT, ILE OF WIGHT: 


PRINTED BY J. ALBIN. 
— ro—o—oo——_——_— 


2796. 


ö 
3 


INTRODUCTION. 


2 0 reſule, and remove the numerous 


calummies and miſrepreſentations which. have 


been broached, and ſtill ſubfiſt, againſt the 
pranceples and religious practices of Roman 
Catholics, perhaps would prove as impoſſible 
as to diſſipate the clouds, that obſcure the light 
of the ſun on the darkeſt day in December, 


Though you ſhould ſucceed in ſome points, 
the enemy of truth and union would fill raiſe 


new obſtacles to the completion of your w ſhes. 


The matters alluded to, may be found in 
abundance, in England s Bloody Tribunal, 
the book called of Martyrs, ſeveral commen- 
tartes upon the Revelations, &c. c. Sc. Even 
in this age of light and liberality, a reverend 
gentleman in hs travels through Spain, has 


ſometimes wandered out of his way into the 


too long beaten path of calumny, and with 
ie empoiſoned poinard of ſlander, has, Jouh | 
lie, endeavoured to give feveral deadly 
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flabs to the moral character of the 7 
the King, and the principal people of a whole 
Chriſtian nation. Inflances of a ſimilar nature 

are frequent in many other modern publications. 

The beft and leaſt offending anſwer perhaps 

may be @ candid expoſition of the true prin- 
ctples of Roman Catholics. This may afford 


Oe fatisfaftion to the ſincere lovers of truth and 


union, {to others nothing in our power can 
work that effett) fence theſe principles always 
have been, and ever will be invariably the 

fame, and whatever does not ſquare with 

ſuch principles, is no more a part of the 

religion of Roman Catholics, than the treaſon 
of Judas was of the religion of the Apoſiles, 
| or the rebellion 4 Luct fer 7 that of the 
Angels. 


PHILALBION. 
*. J. W. 2 5, 1796. 
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1ſt. E believe in one only true and 
"ON living God, the Lord and 
and Creator of all things: ſubſiſting in 
three Perſons, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt. To this God alone, we give divine 
| honour, and adoration: and we deteſt with 
our whole ſouls, all kind of idolatry ; that _ 
is, all ſuch wickedneſs, by which divine 


worſhip 1s given to any falſe God, or idol, 


or any perſon, or thing whatſoever, beſides 
the one true and living God. We honour 
indeed the bleſſed Virgin, the mother " 
our God and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, but not 
as a Goddeſs, nor with any part of divine 
worſhip, We honour the angels, and ſaints 
of God, as his ſervants, We honour his 
prieſts, his churches, his altars, his word, 
and whatever elſe has relation to him! hut 
all for his fake, and by an honour that is 
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referred to him, but not that honour which 


he has appropriated to himſelf, Such alſo 
is the veneration we have for the croſs, for 
relicks, and for the pictures of our Re- 
deemer, and his faints: we value them. as 
memorials of Chriſt, and his holy ones; as 
repreſentations of our Redeemer, or of 


our redemption : as helps to pious thoughts, 
and affections : but we condemn and ana- 


thematize all ſuch as would pray to them, or 


believe any divinity or power inherent in 
them, or give them divine worſhip. See 
Be ſecond Council of Nice, Act. 7. and 


the Council of Trent. Seſſ. 25. 


: edly. We believe in one Lord Jeſus l 


Chriſt, the eternal Son of God ; who for 


us finners, and for our ſalvation, was made 


man; that he might be the Head, the High 
Prieſt, the Advocate, and Saviour of all 
Mankind. We acknowledge him our only 
Redeemer, who paid our ranſom by dying | 
lor eus on the croſs; that his death is the 
fountain of all our good; and that mercy, 


grace, and ſalvation, can by no means be 


obtained, but through him. We conteſs 
him to be the Mediator of God and Man, 
the only Mediator ot redemption, and the 


only. Mediator of interceſſion. too: who 


 intercedes 
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intercedes in ſuch manner, as to Hand 4 in... 


need of no others merits to recominend his 


petitions. But as for the ſaints of God, 
we addreſs ourſelves indeed to them, to 
deſire their prayers, (as we do alſo to God's 


ſervants here upon earth) but no otherwiſe 
than that they may pray for us, and with 


us, to our common Lord, who is our God, 
and their God, through the merits of the 


fame Jeſus Chriſt, who is our Mediator, 


and their Mediator. See the Council of 


Trent. Seſſ. 25. 


gdly. We believe the Inches of the 


old and new teſtament to be the word of 


| God: we have the higheſt veneration of 1 
their divine authority, and had rather die 


than diſbelieve, or doubt of one jota or 


tittle of them: and if at any time, or in 


any place, the paſtors of our church have 


reſtrained the ignorant from reading them, 
it was not out of diſreſpect to theſe ſacred 


volumes, much leſs out of a ſacrilegious 


| deſign, to keep the people by that means 


in ignorance and error; but purely becauſe 


the unlearned (as the ſcriptures themſelves 
inform us) are apt to wreſt them to their 
own deſtruction 2 Peter. iii 16. And if we 
alſo receive unwritten traditions, as part f 


the 


1 
the word of God, we mean no other tra- 
ditions but ſuch as are divine, and which 
ve know to be divine, by the ſame means 
by which we know the ſcriptures. 

4thly. We believe that in order to enter 
into life we muſt keep the commandments 


of God, and that whoſoever dies in the 
guilt of a wilful breach of any one of theſe 


divine precepts, will be eternally loſt.— 
That no power upon earth can give any 


man leave to break any commandment of 
God, or commit any fin whatſoever, or to 
do evil that good may come of it. That 
neither the Pope, nor any man living, can 
diſpenſe with the law of God, or make it 
lawful for any one to lye, to forſwear him- 


ſelf, or do any other l that 1 1 forbidden 
in the divine law. 


Sthly. We believe that aner  Prief, 


Biſhop, nor Pope, nor any power in heaven 


or earth, can forgive any man his fins, 
without a hearty repentance, and a ſerious | 
| purpoſe of amendment. That the indul- 
gences granted in our church are neither a 
leave to commit fin nor yet a pardon for 


ſins to come, but only a releaſe of the 
- temporal punifhment due to our fins; and 
that no ee can avail any man to- 
| wards 
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wards this releaſe till by a hearty repen- 
tance, he has renounced the guilt or his | 


thly. Our faith teaches us to « telt all 
maſſacres, treaſons, and murders WhHat- 
ſoever, whether committed by Proteſtants 


againſt Catholics, or by Catholics againſt 


Proteſtants, We look upon theſe as the 
very greateſt of crimes that can be com- 
mitted betwixt man and man; and ſuch as | 
cannot be juſtified by any pretext of reli- 
gion. And fo far are Catholics. from 
thinking it no ſin to murder heretics, (which 


is ſo falſely and unjuſtly imputed to them) 


that i in all kingdoms and ſtates, which pro- 
fels the Catholic religion, any ſuch mur- 


derer of heretics, muſt certainly look for 


nothing elſe but death by the laws of the 
country, and damnation if he dies impe- 
nitent, by the faith and doctrine of his vhs 
Church. . 
7thly. As to 3 bleſſed Euchariſt, we : 
believe it to be both a Sacrament and a Sa- 
crifice, In this Sacrament and Sacrifice, 5 
we adore not the bread and wine (which 
would indeed be a moſt ſtupid idolatry) but 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God; whom 
(upon. the fronget grounds of the word of 
e 


— — — — —— — — ——— — 
— PFF / c do 9 


— — 
e 


— 


— — 
— TeX. N 


PTS 7 


God, and the authority of he churck. of 


God) we believe to be really preſent in the 
ſacred es And it is to his paſſion 
and death, (which we there celebrate and 


offer to God) we attribute all that propiti- 


ation, and grace, which we look lor from 


5 that ſacrifice which we call the Maſs. 


8thly. In fine we believe that no man 1can 


be juſtified, either by the works of the law 
of nature or of the law of Moſes, without 
faith in Jeſus Chriſt. That we cannot by 


any precedent works, merit the grace of 


Juſtification. That all the merit of our 
good works is the gift of God: and that 
every merit and ſatis faction of ours, entirely | 


depends on the merits and paſſion of Chrift, 


See Council of Trent, Sefl, 6. 


Theſe are our real principles, taught by 


our Church in her Councils, and learnt by 
ber children in their very catechiſms.— 
Theſe true Catholic principles, we are 
ready not only to ſign with our on hands, 
but if called to it, and aſſiſted by divine 

| grace, to ſeal alſo with our blood. We 

" renounce, deteſt, and anathematize all 
contrary dottrines imputed to us by the 


father of lies, or any of his agents; who 


are, and always have been buſy to miſre- 


preſent 
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preſent, and finda: the Church of God. 
But what wonder? Chriſt our Lord was 


thus treated, ſo were the primitive Chriſ- 


tians: and he himſelf foretold, his diſci- 
ples ſhould be treated in the ſame manner. 


Mat. ix. As to the private opinions, or 


practices of particulars, if in any thing 


they have been contrary to theſe catholic 


principles, the Church is no ways anſwer- 
able for them. There was a Judas amongſt 
the Twelve, Let ſuch Criminals anſwer 
{ur themſelves: we deteſt their doings and 


daily pray that ſuch ſcandals may be re- 


moved. But alas! as long as men are men, 
ſcandals there will be, till the Great Judge 
comes to rid his kingdom of them, and ſend 
them to their proper 128875 
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